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Report Date: Bureau/Station/F ‘Adenin. lnvest? 
CARSON STATION sia 502 
Incident Information 
SRN 099--02125-1686-055 Date: 02-18-99 Time: 1643 HOURS 
City or Station: CARSON STATION Nature of Incident: WHILE CHASING A 211 SUSPECT DEPUTIES 
үч E. ENGLANDER AVE. SHOT THE SUSPECT IN THE SHOULDER AFTER HE DREW A 
om DENA f М/ЕАРОМ ON THEM. 
Location Type Lighting (circle only one): Incident Type (circle one or more): Initiated by (circle only one): 
(circle one or more): Darkness ‘dental Arrest Warrant 
Backyard бау Са! 
ик Other Observation 
Busness Street Lights эү леч Опе Person Unit 
Е eee Gun Take Away Other 
Park Weather (circle only one): момго Vehicle ца 
Parking Lot еар Sniper/Ambush eben 
Startle 
Residen Cloud, 
<a Fog И Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one) 
School Rain Traffic Stop Detective 
eh e Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
оти Unintentional Other 
— Distance: Vehicle Pursuit 
Warrant Service 
[Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect 
3 0 асаасан Aero Unit? Canine Unit? 
Employee Witnesses 
Employee # Last Name First Name Ml. [ShiffTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one): 
ЕМ РМ Озу Regular Overtime Off Duty 
Employee # Last Name First Мате МІ. 'ShiftTime (circle only one): hifi ype (circle only one): 
ЕМ РМ (ау Regular Overtime Off Duty 
Employee # Last Name First Name M.I. |ShiftTime (circte only one): уре (circle only one) 
РМ Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 
Non-Employee Witnesses 
Last Name First Name MI. 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Tast Name First Name МІ 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Таз! Name First Name МІ 
street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Employee # Last Name First Name (circle one or more): 


Witness to shooting 


STOVER BRIAN Present during shooting Involved in shooting 
First Name (circle one or тоге). 


Employee # Tast Name 


Witness to shooting 
WALKER SCOTT Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Watch Sergeant 


PIERRE 
Watch Commander 
Employee # 


MCKEON RICHARD 


SH# 1245301 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Reverse 


URN: 


Officer Involved Shooting 


099--02125-1686-055 


Раде 2 of 4. 
Rollout Information 
Arrival Оа! Arrival Time Date Submitted Date of Recommendation 
02-18-99 1710 08-31-99 

Employee # LastName WARD 3 ANTHONY Т 
Employee # Tast Name ROMERO Fit ENEY т 

Е Tast N 

тусе | ав Мате CLOVER те ИША mm 


Shooting / Force Information 
Monod > а Өй ам Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
(8С) Baton:(Controt) (08) Other Weapon: Blunt Object on пова Д от? 

(В!) Baton:(Impact) (ОО) Other Weapon: Other U) в АВ) Ап 

(BF) Bodily Fluids (PK) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Kick) Ee ek (aR) 

(CN) Сапіпе (PS) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) (CP) Complaint of Pain (BK) Back 

(CR) Carotid Restraint (PH) Personai Weapon (Hand/Arm) (CO) Concussion (ВТ) Butlocks 

(CH) Choke Hold (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) (OH) Death (CH) Chest 

(CT) Control Holds:(Contro! Techniques) (РО) Personal Weapon (Other) (0) Dislocation (ŒL) Elbow 

(TT) Control Holds:(Team Takedown) (RS) Resistance (08) Dog Bite (FA) Face 

(TD) Control Holds:(Takedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 

(CE) Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (GS) Gunshot (Fl) Fingers 

(OC) Chemical Agents (OC Spray) (HB) Restraint Device:Hobble (Legs Only) (HB) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 

(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (ТР) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) (C) Lacerations (GR) Groin 

(EX) Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Belt (ND) Меме Damage (HD) Hand 

(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (SP) Sap (OD) Organ Damage (HE) Head 

(FR) Firearm (Rifle) (SH) Shield (PA) Paralysis (н) нр 

(FS) Firearm (Shotgun) (SG) 37mm Stinger (PW) Puncture Wound (IN) intemal 

(FO) Firearm (Other) (58) Sting Ball (SD) Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 

(FB) Flashbang (ST) Stun Bag (ST) _ Sprain/Twists (LE) и 

(FL) Flashlight (TR) Taser (UN Unconscious (NK) Neck 

(ОЕ) Other Weapon: Edged (UC) _Uncooperative (SH) Shoulder 
Brand (RM) Refused Med Treatment (WR) Wrist 

(AK) AK-47 (V) мег Johnson (RI) RGI 

(BN) Benelli (JE) Jennings (RO) Rossi (NN) NONE 

(BR) Beretta @О) осіп (SW) Smith & Wesson 

(BW) Browning (LU) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 

(CH) Charter Arms (MA) Marin (ST) Stering 

(CO) Со (MO) Mossberg (TA) Taurus 

(DA) Davis Industries (NC) NCiakaSkS (МЕ) Weatherby (0), Ыы ae i ae 
(GL) Glock (МА) North American (УМ) Winchester oo Дак pa perma УУ КОН oaar 
(HA) Harington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Govemment a23 12 weve (30) pasera © осе 
(H) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (ҮҮ) Handmade (Inmate) 00). с20 омаде: |. (50): Зогсабег = AO ЧЧ 
(HK) H&K (RM) Remington (ХХ) Homemade (Non-Inmate) @) ee “ЖЬ &) 2000 саи РМ a РВ 
Ж. „ (RG) RG (22) Other Brand (23) .223caliber (40) 40 caliber 


Used Against 
(E# or S#) 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 


See Front Side 


Officer Involved Shooting 
\лпхоімеа Employee Information \„ 


URN: __099--02125-1686-055 
Page 3_of _4 
Involved Employee 
Employee Last Name First Name МІ. 
Е1 = FARRELL WILLIAM w 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, ес): 
M w | DEPUTY CARSON STATION 161 F 
[ShifiTime (cirele only one): | ShiftType (систе only ane): ЛЕР ‘Substance Used 
eM ow 5 оса бта Intoxication/Drug Usage? [_] 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? Soonar cae £ Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting: = [Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: 
Plain Ciothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Аде. Height: Weight: Plain Clothes w! Vest Uniform no Vest 
39 511" 200 | Raid Jacket no Vest 


Range Qualification Date: 


PPC Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date: 


Prior Shootings? [<] 


Number of Prior Shootings: 


Field Training Officer Emp # — Last Name шш First Name = Mi 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name м. 
Employee # Last Name First Name МІ 
Е2| VAN FLEET LESLIE w 
Sex Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
M DEPUTY CARSON STATION 161F 

[ShiftTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one): = ‘Substance Used: 

By 5, мөнә OR DI Intoxication/Drug Usage? 

Hospital Admission? рова нете Coroner Case? [C] |" ы Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty, [Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: 

Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Аде: Height: Weight: Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 
49 6'00' 200 | Raid Jacket no Vest 

Range Qualification Date: = PPC Qualification Date: шш | Laser Training Date: =a 


Certified with Weapon vso | 


Patrol Certification? Е 


[Certification Unit: ШИШ 


Prior Shootings || 


Number of Prior Shootings: 


Field Training Officer Emp # = Last Name Бан First Name Tid М1. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
E | Employee # Last Name First Мате МІ. 
Sex Race’ Rank Unit Assignment: px ‘Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
[ShiftTime (circle only one). | ShiftType (circle only one): ый ‘Substance Used: 
ЕМ PM Day Regular Overtime Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
Я Coroner Case 
Hospital Admission? Норка непе; Coroner Case? ner eee Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (cirete only one): Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w Vest 
Age: Height Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest ‘Uniform wi Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: | Laser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? [Certification Unit: | Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Shootings: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name м 
SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 


Officer Involved Shooting URN: _ 099--02125-1686-055 
м— Suspect information W Fags’? 24% 
Suspect Information 
fet |Last Name FRANK FestName CHRISTOPHER is 
АКА Last Name FirstName МІ 
TWIST/GREEN EYES 
S м BLACK = ы = 
Work Phone: Social Security #: Driver's Licens 
NONE UNK = 
DOB. Height: ‘Weight: ЕВГЕ Cr 
^ 25 09-13-74 | "8" 505 130 Г] 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge 
5964634 245 D1 PC 211 PC 
белес Coroner Case # кассир (өг? ‘Substance Used 
armed? [<] Apprehended? [Ж] Mental Iliness? Criminal History? [Ж] 

Vehicle Make Modei: Year. 

5 |Last Name First Name МІ 

ТАКА Last Name First Name Mi 

Sex: Race: ] Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security # Drivers License #: 
Age: DOB. Height: Weight FBI # che 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? овер Intoxication/Drug Usage?  ] Substance Used 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental iness? Criminal History? 

Vehicle Make Modei Year. 

5 |Last Name First Name м! 
ТАКА Laat Name First Name МІ 

Sex: Race: | Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 

Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: | Drivers License # 

Аде: ООВ. Height: Weight: FBI# | cne 

Booking # Primary Charge ‘Secondary Charge 
Coroner Case? Coronar Cone Intoxication/Drug Usage? | ‘Substance Used: 
‘Armed? ‘Apprehended? Mental Шпеѕв? [ criminal History? 

Vehicle Make Model: Year: 
a EET 
[g__| test Name First Name МІ 

AKA Last Name First Name МІ 

‘Sex: Race: ‘Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 

Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License #: 

Ag: СОВ Height: Weight: ЕГ CE 

Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge 

seer Goze? Coroner Case # IntcnicatrvOrug Usage? ‘Substance Used: 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental Шпез? Criminal History? 

Vehicle Make Modai: Year: 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 


See Other Side 
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


Thursday, February 18, 1999, Sergeants Henry Romero, Anthony Ward and Lieutenant Willa 
Glover of the Internal Affairs Bureau, responded to the County area of Gardena to investigate an 
officer involved shooting, by Carson personnel, resulting in injury to the suspect. Homicide Lieutenant 
Curtis briefed the responding personnel. This review of the incident is based on the briefing, shooter 
deputy interviews, and related reports (099-02125-1686-055) contained in this use of force report. 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 

Station Detective tasked these Deputies with looking for an armed robbery suspect. Deputies went 
searching for the suspect in areas the suspect frequented. They found the suspect and began chasing 
him when he fled on foot. The suspect retrieved a weapon from his waistband, pointed it at the first 
deputy causing that deputy to discharge his firearm. The suspect continued fleeing and encountered the 
second deputy who still believed the suspect was armed. The suspect reached for his waistband 
causing that deputy to fire two rounds striking the suspect in the shoulder. 


SUSPECT 


Christopher Frank (DOB - 9/13/74) is a five feet five inches, one-hundred and thi ound male. 
who was armed with a handgun at the time deputies located him. He has ые aaa oe 


DEPUTY 

William Farrell, жш is а fourteen-year member of the Department. He has been at Carson 
Station for the last eleven years where he is currently assigned to the COPS team. This is his second 
officer involved shooting. 


Leslie VanVleet, жш is a thirteen-year member of the Department. He has been at Carson 
Station for the last ten years where he is currently assigned to the COPS team. 


PRELUDE TO THE SHOOTING INCIDENT 

Thursday, February 18, 1999, at 1400 hours, Deputies Farrell and VanVleet were at Carson Station 
preparing for their PM shift. While in the station Detective Bureau, Detective Ben Venegas 
approached Deputy Farrell and told him he had just obtained positive identification on one of his 
robbery cases. Venegas said one of his victims identified Suspect Frank, therefore, he was preparing 
a wanted poster identifying Frank. Because Farrell and VanVleet both knew Suspect Frank, from 
previous contacts, and were assigned to the COPS team designated to the area Frank frequents, 
Venegas asked them to look for the suspect. Venegas also said his informants warned him the 
suspect, as of recently, was always armed with a handgun. Farrell agreed to look for the suspect and 
briefed his partner VanVleet. Since the wanted poster was not finished, they took page two of the 
Consolidated Criminal History Reporting System (CCHRS), which listed Frank’s known aliases, 
various dates of birth, various addresses, and his monikers. 


The deputies left the station and first drove to (os Ul ш However, the suspect 
was not at that location. They next drove to the County area of Gardena to look for the suspect. They 
turned west оп 157" Street, from San Pedro Street, en route to EEE the suspect’s 
last known address. As they drove past Deblynn Avenue, VanVleet recalled the suspect had sought 
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refuge at a home at the end of һе street when he was shot by rival gang members during the previous 
summer. VanVleet recalled that shooting because he rendered first aid to Suspect Frank during that 
incident. Farrell, who was driving the marked black and white radio car, made a U-turn оп 157" 
Street and returned to Deblynn Avenue where he turned north onto the street. VanVleet also recalled 
Frank had driven a blue car the night he was shot. 


As they drove to the end of the street, where Deblynn Avenue tums into Englander Street, they saw 
several Black males in front of =a A blue car was also parked in the driveway. 
VanVleet saw a Black male, resembling the suspect, get out of the passenger side of the blue car and 
began walking east across the front yard. VanVleet asked Farrell, “Is that him?” Farrell confirmed 

it was him and he drove up to the front of the house and said, “Don’t move Frank,” which immediately 
caused the suspect to run east and then north between the homes at апа ШЕР. Street. 

As he ran, both of his hands appeared to be clutching the front of his waistband. Farrell immediately 


exited the radio car and began chasing the suspect, who had scaled a wrought iron gate into the rear 
yard оѓ ey Farrell also began yelling at the suspect to stop running. 


SHOOTING INCIDENT #1 

Deputy Farrell watched the suspect scale the cinder block wall into the rear yard of Mi Englander 
Street from The suspect was now going east. Farrell scaled the wall and 
jumped directly into the west side yard of [JJ Englander Street to continue his foot pursuit. 
Unbeknownst to Farrell, when he jumped over the fence, his radio microphone cord was ripped away 
from his hand-held radio when it got caught in the fence. By the time he turned the northwest corner of 
the house and into the rear yard of jj Englander Street, he noticed the suspect falling back down into 
а crouched ee from his unsuccessful attempt to scale the rear east cinder block wall that led to 


Farrell yelled at the suspect to stop, however, Frank instead began turning to his right to face him. 
Farrell saw the suspect’s right-hand moving from the front waistband. As the hand moved up and 
away from his waistband, Farrell recognized the butt of a handgun in the suspect’s right hand. He 
immediately yelled “gun” to inform his partner whom he thought was close behind him. Fearing the 
suspect had armed himself to engage him in a fire fight, Farrell fired one round at Suspect Frank while 
still running toward the suspect. Farrell saw his round strike the cinder block wall as cement splattered 
toward him. Farrell began looking for cover as he backed away. Meanwhile, the suspect, upon 

hearing the fired round, pulled himself onto the top of the wall, where the gun ared to inadvertently 
fall from Frank’s body. Frank jumped over the fence into the rear yard ee 
where he began running south along the west side of the house, toward the front yard. Farre! 

attempted to broadcast information, via his hand held radio, however, that was when he noticed the 
radio was gone from his belt. He later located the radio in the backyard of [J Englander Street and 

his microphone cord on the fence. 


SHOOTING INCIDENT #2 

Deputy VanVleet, who began exiting the radio car to follow his partner, had to stop his egress 
suddenly when he noticed the radio car still rolling. Farrell had accidently failed to put the car’s 
transmission into “Park,” so VanVleet leaned across the center console and placed the car into “Park.” 
However, the car did not immediately stop so VanVleet reached down and with his hand pressed 
down on the foot brake finally stopping the radio car. By the time he exited the car, both Farrell and 
Frank were out of sight. 
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Because of ће suspect’s original direction of travel, eastbound, VanVleet sensed that was ће 

direction of travel his partner and the suspect were continuing, so he began running east in front of the 
homes, basically paralleling the foot pursuit. Suddenly, he heard his partner yell, what sounded like the 
word “gun,” followed by a gunshot coming from the rear yard of one of the homes. VanVleet 
immediately became fearful for his partner’s safety. The gunshot reinforced the word “gun.” He 
stopped in front of the east portion of the front yard otii Enginde Street, which gave him a clear 
view of the backyard through the fence. He saw his partner come into view. His partner was not 
limping nor did he appear to be in physical distress so VanVleet turned east to continue paralleling the 
foot pursuit. Suddenly, through his peripheral vision he caught a glimpse of movement coming from his 
left. As he turned to his left, he saw the suspect running toward him. The suspect scaled the И 
block wall of апа landed on the grassy front yard, in a crouched position, with his right hand 
concealed in his front waistband. 


Based on his partner’s prior warning, the fired gunshot, the earlier information from Venegas warning 
them Frank was always armed, VanVleet believed Frank was attempting to arm himself to engage 
him in a fire fight. VanVleet yelled at the suspect not to move, however, Frank ignored his request as 
he began standing, hand still in his waistband. Fearing for his life, VanVleet fired two rounds at the 
suspect striking the suspect in the shoulder. The suspect fell down on his stomach. By this time, 
Farrell, who heard VanVleet yelling at the suspect, followed by gunshots, came running to the front 
yard. He covered the suspect while VanVleet handcuffed the suspect. At this point, they requested 
additional assistance and paramedics, via the radio. A citizen from the neighborhood gave VanVleet a 
towel allowing him to apply direct pressure on the suspect’s wound until paramedics arrived and took 
over the medical aid. 


As paramedics treated the suspect for his injuries prior to transporting him to Harbor General Hospital, 
the suspect yelled profanities, “threw up gang signs,” and was generally uncooperative. 


INJURIES 

At the hospital, it was determined that the suspect sustained two gunshot wounds to the right shoulder, 
one round lodged in the back of the neck, where it remains, and the second round was a through-and- 
through to the clavicle. As of 02/19/99, at 1400 hours, the suspect was listed in stable condition; but 
still highly agitated and uncooperative with Harbor General Hospital medical staff. The suspect was 
being prepared for transport to LCMC, Jail Wards for possible surgery and follow-up care. 


Deputy Farrell received cuts and scratches on his right hand and arm from jumping over the fence. 
Deputy VanVleet was uninjured. 


WITNESS STATEMENTS 
After a neighborhood canvass, no eye witnesses to the shooting were found. A few neighbors did hear 
the gunshots but did not come out to investigate. 


SUSPECT’S STATEMENTS 
The suspect did not want to give a statement regarding the shooting. He refused to speak to all the 
investigators. 


CHARGES FILED 

They charged the suspect with carrying a loaded and concealed firearm (12031(a) P.C. and 12025 (a) 
P.C.) and assault with a deadly weapon on a peace officer (245(d)(1) P.C.). They additionally 
charged him with robbery (211 P.C.), the charge for which they wanted him. 
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SUSPECT’S WEAPON 

The suspect’s weapon was recovered from the rear yard of {J Englander Street, less than a foot from 
the east block wall fence. The weapon was a “Burgo,” six shot, .38 caliber handgun, serial 

loaded with six live .38 caliber rounds. 


DEPUTY’S WEAPON 

The deputies each carried a Department issued Beretta pistol loaded with Department issued 9mm 
ammunition. An expended 9mm casing was found in the rear yard of| Bean der Street and two 
9mm casings were found in front ees Both deputies carry their weapon with 
sixteen rounds, fifteen in the magazine and one in the chamber. Three expended 9mm shell casings 
were recovered from the scene. Both guns were test fired by the Sheriff's Crime Lab. They both 
tested normal. 


INVESTIGATORS’ NOTES 

Deputies are taught the risks of foot pursuits and the dangers of chasing a suspect alone. In this case, 
the deputies were looking for a highly dangerous suspect. This is based on the suspect’s previous 
arrest record, the current crime for which he was wanted (armed robbery), and the information that the 
suspect was always armed with a firearm. When they saw the suspect, the intent was for both deputies 
to pursue, however, this did not occur because VanVleet had to stop the still moving radio car that 
Farrell, in his zeal, left engaged in gear. 


During the shootings, each deputy feared the suspect’s actions were about to cause them great harm. 
In the first instant, Farrell saw the weapon before firing his weapon in self defense. In the second 
shooting, VanVleet heard his partner yell “gun,” heard gunshots following the warning, and shortly 
thereafter, saw the suspect clutching his waistband. It was reasonable for him to think the suspect was 
still armed. 


There was no radio communication until after the incident was over and the suspect was in custody. 
Farrell could not broadcast because his radio was damaged during the foot pursuit. VanVleet did not 
broadcast the foot pursuit because he did not know the direction of travel. By the time he figured it out, 
the first shooting occurred and his focus was on the safety of his partner. Seconds later, he 
encountered the suspect and subsequently became involved in his own shooting. 
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